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From the Principal

Last Monday we farewelled most of our visitors from Funabashi Municipal High 
School after an intensive two week cultural experience. The deep connections 
between students and host families made in such a short period of time always 
astounds me and makes the farewell so much harder. I know many will stay in 
contact for years to come. A number of our host families have had an extended 
stay of an additional week because Covid made its presence known. I sincerely 
thank these families who continue to provide a safe haven for sick young 
people so far from home. I once again would also like to acknowledge and 
thank Helen Peake as the organiser of the cultural exchange. This year has 
thrown a few curve balls like getting stuck on Kangaroo Island because of bad 
weather, and Helen calmly makes plan B,C and D just work. I would also like to 
thank Kylie Constant, Blake Tabe and Nick Spencer for their involvement. We 
believe we will be receiving an official invite for a group to be hosted in Japan 
next year. If your child has any interest in this amazing experience, get them to 
start saving from now in anticipation of the event happening!

mailto:dl.0785.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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The tracks of The Bend were alive last weekend with the shrill whistle of Pedal Prix bikes, and our Murray 
Bridge High teams enthusiastically supporting each other to beat personal best times. The teams 
continue to go from strength to strength to the delight of team manager Kelsey Milne. I am also thrilled 
with the hands-on support of the parent contingent, which makes all the difference for sustainability and 
growth of the club
Last Monday all staff involved in classrooms underwent training in professional learning. The Keeping 
Safe: child protection curriculum (KS:CPC) is a mandated evidence-based curriculum for all students. It 
provides young people with strategies that focus on their right to be safe, respectful relationships, 
recognising and reporting abuse, and ways to protect themselves, at a level appropriate to them. At 
MBHS a significant part of the curriculum is taught in Health through the shine program, however it is 
very important that all teachers know, understand and integrate key CPC principles where relevant into 
their learning programs. When young people are exposed to strategies on multiple occasions, they have 
a much higher chance of drawing on these strategies when under pressure. My staff will now carefully 
map the curriculum to ensure every year level has opportunities to learn and discuss key concepts, and 
develop shared agreements on how to present the curriculum. 

Warm regards,
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WELCOME BACK FUNABASHI HIGH 
SCHOOL by Helen Peake

On the first day of term 3 we welcomed back 
Funabashi High School students after a two year 
break. As with many things Covid hit and just as 
the Funabashi students were unable to join us so 
too, our students who had planned to travel in 
Japan 2021 were unable to do so. It was 
therefore with great excitement we were able to 
home host the Japanese students this year.
Once again the Funabashi students were able to 
enjoy the friendship, hospitality and culture of not 
only our host families but also the many students 
who took time to learn a little more about Japan 
and the Japanese culture.
The Japanese students once again enjoyed the 
opportunity to hold a koala at Gorge Wildlife Park 
(always a highlight for the students). They also 
toured Monarto Safari Park with lunch supplied 
by year 12 Hospitality students as well as 
meeting with the Year 1 class at Tailem Bend 
Primary School where the students spent a busy, 
active time teaching the young students a little 
about Japan. For many of the Japanese students 
the tour to Kangaroo Island was a great success 
(even though we had to stay an extra night). The 
students experienced sheep shearing, Emu 
Ridge Distillery, Cliffords Honey Farm as well as 
Raptor Domain bird show and sightseeing at Seal 
Bay, Admirals Arch and Remarkable Rocks. 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank the host families who were 
prepared to have a Japanese student in their 
home. For them it is a wonderful experience to 
get to know a young person from a different 
country and, hopefully to make life long 
friendships. Covid hit hard with 6 students unable 
to return at the time of departure but host 
families continued to look after the students and 
to support them during their week long isolation. 
Thank you to all who contributed to the 
programme.
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Volleyball SA Schools Cup by Maddie Hughes

On Friday 5th - Sunday 7th August, 19 of our year 8/9/10 students were involved in the Volleyball SA Schools 
Cup. This event is an opportunity for students to compete at a high level, and to develop leadership skills as 
they are required to referee and score games as well as play. Schools that have a volleyball program such as 
Brighton Secondary School, Heathfield High School, Hallett Cove High School  and Reynella East College 
also use this tournament as a warm up for the Australian School’s Cup, however, this is the first year that 
Murray Bridge High School has put forward a team. 

Girls Involved
Maggie Bao
Kiara Parkinson
Tammara Hills
Claire White
Shaniah De Guzman
Adol Jol
Summer Ayunon
Jade Wainwright
Fern Sanbang

Boys Involved
Michael Quejada
Jayden Ladson
Cody McEvoy
Noel Callaghan
Harley May
Zack Taylor
Jace 
Hepher-Edwards
Kodi Semmler
Rakibul Khan
Relryl Pangpang
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Boys
The boys team was also nominated in the year 10 competition, despite consisting of five year 10 and five 
year 9 students. Game one brought the opportunity to demonstrate our strengths of blocking, hitting, and 
serving, resulting in success against Heathfield High School, defeating them 2 sets to 0. In the second 
game, the boys were rattled by some unsportsmanlike conduct from the other team, and unfortunately lost 
1-2 sets. Day 2 was a day of learning filled with different combinations and seeing which 6 players could 
work best together. The boys showed excellent resilience, teamwork, and determination as they came up 
against some fierce opposition. Day 3 for finals, we were up against Reynella who were an even match for 
us in hitting and blocking ability. First set went to Reynella, second set we were up by 8 points and needed 
2 more to win the set. Unfortunately momentum shifted to Reynella as their ace server skillfully placed the 
ball so that we struggled to pass the ball to our setter effectively. The boys demonstrated resilience, growth 
and learning throughout the competition and have been able to develop friendships with each other. Great 
work boys!
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Girls
Our girls team was nominated for the year 10 competition, despite being composed of two year 10’s, six 
year 9’s, and one year 8 student. We entered the tournament with few expectations other than to learn, 
have a go, and have fun. Friday proved challenging as we didn’t win a match, but successfully took a set 
from Reynella East College, Brighton Secondary School and Heathfield High School - three of the biggest 
volleyball schools in the state. The girls were in high spirits on the bus ride home because of this. On 
Saturday, they came into their own, defeating both Hallett Cove High School and Pulteney Grammar in 
three sets. This positioned us fourth, with a chance to play off for a spot in the grand final the next day. On 
Sunday morning, we took on Reynella again, and started strong, winning the first set. Unfortunately, we 
weren’t able to continue the momentum, losing 2:1. This gave us one last opportunity to play for the bronze 
medal (although there weren’t actually any bronze medals). In a thrilling 3 set match, the girls from Murray 
Bridge High School (the underdogs and total unknown wildcards of the competition) won to take the 
bronze medal against Pulteney Grammar. The girls had an incredible time, learning and growing as 
athletes, as well as making friends with some of the other teams. Well done girls!
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An immersive language learning day - by Jingjie Li

On Tuesday 9th of August, our students from Years 9, 10 and 11 Chinese language class had the opportunity 
to attend a calligraphy writing workshop presented by the University of Adelaide Confucius Institute.  
The workshop provided students an opportunity to learn about the history of Chinese characters, and how 
they have progressed over thousands of years from simple pictographs to the simplified characters used in 
mainland China today. Additionally, students were also introduced to the four treasures of calligraphy writing, 
which are brush, ink, rice paper and ink stone. 
After the brief introduction, students learnt the correct postures and brush techniques of calligraphy writing, 
such as how to hold and use the calligraphy brush to write on rice paper. Towards the end of the workshop, 
all students were able to write a popular classroom slogan “Study well and make progress every day” in 
Chinese on rice paper; which they can use as a decorative display at home.  
In the afternoon, we travelled to Chinatown to explore the diversity of Chinese culture and language in our 
SA Chinese community. While we were there students visited different stores to explore how Chinese 
language is used in commercial shop signs, advertisements, food and product packaging as well as public 
notices. 



Murray Bridge High School Newsletter 15 August 2022

9



Murray Bridge High School Newsletter 15 August 2022

10



Murray Bridge High School Newsletter 15 August 2022

11

RAP (Road Awareness Program) by 

Emily Hurford

After two false starts over the past two years 
due to Covid, the ILC was finally able to host 
the Road Awareness Program (RAP), 
delivered by the Metropolitan Fire Service. 
Ryan from the MFS and Eli, a road crash 
survivor, shared their personal experiences 
with students, with a focus on ways in which 
people are affected by road trauma and the 
enormous impact a motor vehicle crash has 
on not only the people involved in the crash, 
but the many others including friends, family 
and emergency service personnel.  
Students were incredibly engaged 
throughout the presentation and responded 
well to Eli’s story and how it has changed his 
life. The program has opened students' eyes 
to how their choices impact others and the 
risks people take on a daily basis as well as 
giving students the opportunity to think about 
how they behave as a road user and what 
they need to change to minimise the risk of 
motor vehicle crashes.

Pedal Prix by Kelsey Milne

On 6th August, our two Pedal Prix teams competed in 
Race 4 of the International Pedal Prix Competition at 
The Bend.
This was an eight hour race and the last hit out we 
have before the 24 Hour in September. Our Trikes 
finished in 6th and 39th in the Senior Category. Our B 
Trike also came 3rd in the mixed category. 

All students made great improvements with their 
riding times and amounts of laps. 
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TERM 3 CALENDAR 2022
Tue, 16 Aug          Governing Council - 6pm

Sat, 20 Aug           RoboLeague Scrimmage

Wed, 24 Aug         Winter Sounds Concert - 6.30pm

Wed, 31 Aug - Fri, 2 Sep    Year 11 Deep Creek Camp

Wed, 7 Sep  Elder Conservatorium Big Band Concert

Thu, 8 Sep    STUDENT FREE DAY     

Fri, 9 Sep        SCHOOL CLOSURE- SHOW DAY

Tue, 13 Sep ILC Information Session - 11am

       Finance Committee - 5pm

Mon, 19 Sep   Transition Parent Conferences

Tue, 20 Sep                      Governing Council - 6pm

Thu, 22 Sep ILC Information Session - 6pm

Mon, 26 Sep Transition Parent Conferences

Fri, 30 Sep      Last day of Term 3 - 2pm dismissal

DW Studios would like to invite you to our studio open day on Saturday 20th August 2022, on level 4 of the 
Myer Centre in Rundle Mall.
CDW Studios and Flinders University staff will be onsite to answer all your questions about enrolling in the 
Bachelor of Creative Arts (Visual Effects and Entertainment Design) for 2023.
The information session will run for approximately an hour.
If you would like one of our instructors to give you feedback or guidance on your portfolio, let us book you 
for a 10-minute meeting on the open day. Email us at info@cdwstudios.com to reserve a spot. Bookings are 
essential.
Registrations can be made here

Reminder: Student Free Days

8th September - Student Free Day
9th September - School Closure - Show Day

Uniform Shop Opening Hours

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
8.15am - 9.30am

mailto:info@cdwstudios.com
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/cdw-studios-open-day-tickets-367344285647

