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Principal’s page
As we end term one and embark on our break, I would like to highlight some of the achievements 
this term that we can be so proud of. Our combined Athletics team coming second overall in their 
division was admirable, but the way they worked as a team and supported each other was 
outstanding. I have had a call from officials to congratulate the school for the exceptional level of 
sportsmanship and collegiality on the day. Congratulations team and PE staff who have worked 
hard to make it all happen.

Last week we had judges for the SA Architectural Awards visit to view the Sturt building. We will 
keep our fingers crossed as we await an outcome!  

Our Site Improvement Plan (available on the MBHS website) details the goals we have set for 
improvement this year. I have included a brief overview of progress so far:

Continual development of the Numeracy Improvement Strategy with a focus on high impact Big 
Ideas in Number (BIiN) learning tasks has led to:

● Baseline data has been collected and numeracy intervention lessons established.
● A collection of high impact strategies related to trusting the count, place value and 

multiplicative thinking used during intervention to move learners forward.
● Next term teachers will analyse videos created in class that highlight student misconceptions, 

along with peer observations and feedback to continually drive best practice instruction.

Results so far include:
● 26/33 students in Trust the Count have progressed to Place Value.
● Some students initial testing last year had gaps, students have been reallocated to new 

groups and are showing good progress.

Following our successful Student Free Day in Week 7, teachers at MBHS have been building their 
skills in teaching students how to better Communicate their Learning and increase their level of 
achievement.

This work has included:
● Developing a common approach amongst all staff 

to the teaching of genre specific writing 
techniques

● Collecting a baseline data point for all students to 
measure their ability to communicate their 
learning through writing and evaluate new 
teaching strategies

● Collaboration within and across year levels for 
staff to share knowledge and resources

● The development of a student-centred writing resource in the form of the Murray Bridge High 
School Writing Guide website.

Improve Middle Years student achievement in literacy

All Year 7-8 students take part in three, 30 minute literacy lessons per week
● Baseline data has been collected for all students using literacy online program CARS and 

STARS
● Students are placed in reading groups designed to target literacy improvement at point of 

need
● 12 Key strategies for developing reading fluency and comprehension are incorporated into 

Global Perspective classes
● Next term, teachers will have the opportunity to take part in professional development to 

support their delivery of the program. This will include work with expert Primary Years 
teachers from local feeder schools. 

● Based on staff and student feedback, a change in timetable next term will see students taking 
part in 2, 45-minute literacy lessons per week.

mailto:dl.0785.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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Port Adelaide Football Club visit MBHS by Danika Mortimer

On Wednesday 30th of March, SAASTA students received a visit from Braedon Talbot, Community 
Programs Manager and Indi Buckskin-James, Indigenous Outreach and Pathways Officer from the Port 
Adelaide Football Club. Students worked through numerous activities with these Aboriginal 
representatives from the club which included goal setting, career pathways and connecting with culture 
both in and outside of school. Year 12 SAASTA students were given the opportunity to ask questions 
about university scholarships and how they go about beginning their journey beyond school. The 
session ended outside with some football skills in preparation for the SANTOS Aboriginal Power Cup 
later in the year. A big thank you to the Port Adelaide Football Club for taking time out of their busy 
schedule to visit our SAASTA students. 

Congratulations Benjamin Peterson

Year 11 student Benjamin Peterson has ended a very 
successful athletics season by winning 5 medals at the 
recent State Individual Championships.  

Benjamin finished the event with 3 Gold medals (Long 
Jump, Triple Jump & High Jump) and 2 Silver medals 
(100m and 400m sprints).

To cap off a successful season, Benjamin was also named 
Centre Champion for the 5th time in his 6 seasons 
participating in competitive athletics!

Well done Benjamin!
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Year 11 Outdoor Education Snorkelling Experience  by Aaron Pratt

On Tuesday 29th of March to Thursday 31st of March, the SACE Stage 1 Aquatic Outdoor Education class 
undertook a 3 day snorkelling experience at Port Noarlunga. Students gained a first hand experience of 
underwater marine environments through exploring the Port Noarlunga reef, while also investigating South 
Australian coastlines and how humans have manipulated it over time. The students thoroughly enjoyed 
immersing themselves in the underwater world, identifying marine life and swimming with different fish 
species. Over the three days, students faced many challenges, many of which were out of their control, but 
they all showed tremendous resilience and made the most of their time. 

Agriculture News by Kayla Starkey

A lot has been happening in Agriculture this term. 
Year 7’s have been learning about veggie gardens 
and bees with Mr Perkins and Ms Sampson. In Year 8 
classes, we have been raising meat birds and 
learning about agriculture in general. Year 9s have 
been learning about Plant Morphology and pastures 
with Miss Starkey and Mrs Braun. Year 10s have been 
learning about Generation 2050, which looks into the 
issues facing agriculture relating to food security by 
the year 2050. Senior school students have been 
implementing various production investigation plans, 
as they investigate cost analysis of farming 
production systems.

Down on Roper Road, there is also something new 
going on. We have recently begun the expansion of 
garden beds and horticultural growing areas with the 
increase of student participation in the subject.

Working with livestock is always a highlight for 
our students, across the year levels, and some 
of our Royal Adelaide Show team animals have 
been slowly arriving onto school premises over 
the last few weeks, including Merino Wethers 
and Boer Goat Wethers. These animals will 
start to be handled by students in the coming 
weeks as we prepare for the Royal Adelaide 
and Murray Bridge Shows later in Term 3.

Students last week were lucky enough to 
receive a talk from Mr Steve Koehler, who 
delivered the last of our Merino Wethers. He 
talked to students about finding their passion 
and taking the invaluable life skills of what they 
have learned in Agriculture to wherever their 
future may lie. 
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Secondary School Athletics Championships  
by Sarah Stephensen

On Wednesday 6th April, 47 students from Years 7 - 12 
travelled down to the SA Athletics Stadium at Mile End to 
compete in the Secondary Schools Athletics 
Championships. After a few last minute changes to the team, 
the students showed resilience in supporting each other to 
fill events on short notice. Showing their competitive spirit, 
students started the day well putting their talents to the test, 
with many placing first or in the top three of the short and 
long distance running events. A special mention to Year 12 
student Keith Thimm who won first in the 3000m, an event 
and distance he had never completed before. Throughout 
the day students performed well in a variety of field events, 
with many achieving personal bests whilst at the same time 
encouraging their fellow MBHS team mates. We also had a 
number of students who helped official and score events, 
demonstrating excellent sportsmanship and teamwork in 
helping to make the day run smoothly. MBHS finished the 
day in style with some excellent results in the 4x100m relays. 

Going into presentations the students were excited to see 
how they placed against the eleven other schools in their 
division. Their hardwork and determination paid off when it 
was announced that Murray Bridge High School had finished 
in second place, just shy of Adelaide Botanic High School in 
first place. An achievement that all our students should be 
proud of. 

We wish to thank all the staff that dedicated their time to 
planning and organising this event. A very special mention 
to our MBHS Athletics team who showed excellent 
sportsmanship and team spirit throughout the day. It is days 
like this that contribute to building a positive culture within 
our school community, a culture of success and a culture of 
always trying your best.
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Year 11 Food and Hospitality by Helen Richards and Ella Janes

New Staff Gathering - Outdoor Street Food 

The Year 11 Food and Hospitality students have been working tirelessly for 
the past 4 weeks working towards planning, creating, making and 
presenting a dish to be presented to a ‘New Staff Gathering’ last Monday 
afternoon. The students worked individually and within groups to produce 
high quality dishes with a focus on a cultural theme and serving cocktail 
style platters. This was a very successful task and the students thoroughly 
enjoyed catering for the event as did the staff who enjoyed tasting it!

Street 

Food at 

its best!
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Our Robotics students meet with Industry by Fiona Rabone

Educational tours are often the first point of interaction between a 
student and a live working industry. In Week 8, our Year 9 robotics 
students were able to see and experience real workstations, plants, 
machines, systems, assembly lines, and interact with highly trained 
and experienced personnel involved in some South Australian 
tech-related organisations.

The following account has been written by Lucas Bubner, a Year 9 robotics student:

On Tuesday 29th of March, students from the Year 9 Robotics class attended a one-day excursion to the 
Tonsley Innovation District to visit Micro-X and the Flinders` University Tonsley Campus to empower their 
knowledge of future STEM careers in the field of robotics.  Students were able to ask questions about STEM 
careers and which SACE subjects would benefit those who wish to follow this route of engineering and 
science. The day offered a tour of the Micro-X manufacturing and design centres and described to students 
their technology in operation at the Flinders Micro CT Imaging Laboratory. Students also visited the RoboRoos 
robotics centre to test drive and preview award-winning robots used at international competitions.

An  important aspect of excursions for students is that it can open up a window of opportunity when it 
comes to their subject choices and future career pathways. After all, your perspective can really change 
when you can see something in person.  During sessions on educational excursions, students were able 
to talk directly to different people from varied STEM fields.

This opportunity would not have happened  without the generous support in planning our tour offered by 
Susanne Sahlos, STEM Outreach Communications Officer with Micro-X and Messers Jeff Rabone and 
Maurice Costello, Mentors for RoboRoos with the Student Robotics Club of South Australia. MBHS is truly 
grateful for your generosity and applaud your Gracious Professionalism.
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In honour of the famous saying ‘seeing is believing’, please enjoy the selection of photos from the day 
that have been included so you can see some of the things the students did on the tour. 

If you think that you might like to be part of the Student robotics club, please drop in to one of the after 
school sessions and say “hi” or contact Ms Rabone by email at frabone@mbhs.sa.edu.au. 

   We drove some FIRST Tech Challenge robots built by
   RoboRoos students (and our Bunyips team build!)

 We learn it takes skill and teamwork to collect and stack
   Blocks to score points within a limited amount of time.

 Associate Professor Egon about to do a demonstration   Here is the rendered interpretation of the x-ray data

  Myles explains the robotics lab and course at Flinders   Some of the robots students use to build their skills

 Jason talking about manufacturing the Micro-X Rover   Physicist David showing the Micro-X texting facility

mailto:frabone@mbhs.sa.edu.au
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Mt Pleasant Livestock Markets Excursion      by Grace Sampson

Year 10/11 Agriculture students headed out to the Mt pleasant Livestock markets on Thursday 7th April to 
watch our 8 x crossbred lambs being sold at auction. We didn’t quite get the result we were after as the 
buyers weren’t feeling too generous that day. However students had a fantastic time listening and watching 
the fast pace of an auction, doing their best to resist raising their hands to join in. The cattle sales were a 
highlight seated around the pen and getting close to the action. The CWA ladies catered for the students 
and commented on how polite and well mannered everyone was. A brilliant day with lots of learning.
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A valuable workshop, backed by Australian research

Topics covered:
● How to create balance, develop alternative interests, and set 

healthy boundaries in relation to gaming.
● How to identify signs of problematic gaming and gambling and its 

impacts.
● Game development and the implementation of gambling features 

ie: micro-transactions, loot boxes, in-app purchases.
…and much more

Australian research:
● Of 1,200 SA high school students, 11% have been 

found to use technology at an unsafe level.
● 10% of young people are using the internet for 

more than 9hrs/day.
● By age 15, half of all young people have 

participated in some type of gambling.
● 54% of games on Facebook include gambling 

themes.
● Five out of 22 popular video games reviewed 

met the criteria for gambling including the option 
to cash out winnings.
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TERM 2 CALENDAR 2022
Mon-Wed, 2-4 May             Year 11 Aquatics - Sailing

Fri, 6  - Sat, 7 May      Careers & Employment Expo

Tue, 10 - Fri 20 May           NAPLAN

Wed, 11 - Fri 13 May                Year 12  Deep Creek Camp

Thur, 12 May            Unplugged Workshop DW 6-8pm

Tue, 17 May           Finance Committee - 5pm

Wed, 18 - Fri, 20 May   Year 10 Mt Crawford Bushwalk

Mon, 23 - Fri, 27 May       SAASTA Power Cup

Mon, 23 - Tue 24 May    Year 11 Aquatics Fishing Camp

Tue, 24 May            Governing Council - 6pm

Mon, 30 May - Fri, 3 Jun          RECONCILIATION WEEK

Wed, 1 June         Year 12 Music Performance

Fri, 3 Jun         YEAR 12 FORMAL

Wed, 8 - Fri 10 Jun                  Year 12 Deep Creek Camp

Wed, 8 Jun       Winter Sounds Concert - DW

Mon, 13 Jun               QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY

Tue, 14 Jun     STUDENT FREE DAY

Mon-Fri 20-24 Jun Year 10 Career Immersion Week

Wed, 22 Jun           Year 12 Drama Production 6.30pm

Fri, 24 Jun             Semester 1 ends

Tue, 28 Jun Governing Council 6pm

Wed, 29 May - Fri, 1 Jun          Year 12 Deep Creek Camp

Fri, 8 Jul Middle Years Success Assembly

          Last day of Term 2 - 2pm dismissal

TERM 2 DATES
Monday, 2 May - Friday, 8 July

LOST PROPERTY
If you have lost/misplaced anything during 
the term, including clothing, drink bottles, 
phones etc. please go to the SSO and look in 
the Lost Property box. You may never know 
what you might find there.

Canteen Price Rise Term 2

Unfortunately the canteen will be required 
to review the price of some menu items 
going into Term 2 due to increasing product 
and packaging costs.

Any change to pricing will be made 
available before the start of Term 2.

We will endeavour to keep any changes as 
minimal as possible.


