
Murray Bridge High School

NEWSLETTER

Term 1: Issue 4
21 March 2022

‘We acknowledge and pay respect 
to the past, present and future 
Ngarrindjeri Custodians and Elders 
and the continuation of cultural, 
spiritual and educational practices 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. Ancestors have 
walked this country and we 
acknowledge their special and 
unique place in our nation’s 
historical, cultural and linguistic 
identity.

Excellence

Respect

Working together

Principal:
Ruth Mussger
8531 9500

Chairperson
Governing Council:
Cathy Smith
0408 336 469

Entrepreneurial Specialist School and Music Focus School
 Lohmann Street,   t: +61 8 8531 9500
 PO Box 1584,    e: dl.0785.info@schools.sa.edu.au
 Murray Bridge SA 5253   w: www.mbhs.sa.edu.au

Principal’s page

Dear Parents/Carers,

What a spectacular day Sports Day was! The weather was superb and the level of 
student participation a highlight of the day. While Kungari ended up being the 
overall winners, it was neck-and-neck all day and could have been any one of the 
four teams. I was so disappointed that Sarah Stephensen, Healthy Lifestyles 
Leader, was not able to see the fruits of her hard work in planning and preparing 
for the day, with illness keeping her away at the last minute. Thank you Sarah! 

The PE faculty as always demonstrated true team cohesion under the direction of 
Ty Burkett to ensure everything ran as smoothly as possible.  It was also very 
pleasing to see the level of parent support, and our post-event reviews identified 
greater shade and rest spaces will be needed for parents next year. I thank the 
different learning areas and individuals that contributed to making sports day an 
inclusive and enjoyable event for all, including not only the manning of event 
stations, but face painting, chess and other board games, hospitality, 
entertainment, set up and clean-up.

Over the last week we have seen an increase in students with Covid-19, in line 
pretty much with the state statistics. We are still very fortunate that there has been 
no school or classroom transmission. I do know that some of our students away 
for 10 days are anxious about keeping up with school work and assessments. 
Please be reassured that teachers are taking illness into consideration. For some 
students, the symptoms are mild and they are able to keep up with expectations. 
Others are quite ill and should not be disadvantaged because of this. It is 
important that students (particularly Year 12s) keep connected with their individual 
teachers via email and ask for extensions if needed. 

The school is committed to inclusivity and addressing disadvantage.  In 2006, 
more than 40 national organisations came together to form Close the Gap ‐ 
Australia’s largest ever campaign to improve the health of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. National Close the Gap Day was held on Thursday March 17 
to raise awareness about the life expectancy gap between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous Australians, and our students have reflected on what the gap is 
and why it exists.  

Today marks the beginning of Harmony Week, a celebration of Australia’s cultural 
diversity. It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. 
This week staff and students will be involved in a range of activities to support the 
theme – everyone belongs.

mailto:dl.0785.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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Congratulations to the following students 
awarded the DUX for their year level in 2021.

Awards kindly sponsored by MBHS Governing 
Council.

Dux of Year 9 2021 -  Jessica Deane
-  Emma Lienert

Dux of Year 10 2021 -  Jinger Caisip
-  Kady Reu

Dux of Year 11 2021 -  Riley Lienert
-  Gamze Bakan

Special Awards go to:

● Max Cormack (Geoff and Beryl McLaren 
Scholarship) to a Year 11 male student)

● Emily Drendel (Harold and Douglas 
McLaren Scholarship) to a Year 11 female 
student)

● Yulee Chi (Year 10 Long Tan Scholarship) 
donated by the Australian Defence Force.

● Ralph Catipay (Year 10 STEM Scholarship) 
donated by the Australian Defence Force.

● Yulee Chi (The Clair Harrop Memorial 
Award for Year 10 Maths)

● Stephanie Lokan (The Blair Hennig 
Encouragement Award for Agriculture (Year 
11) – donated by Dayle Waltrovitz. 

● Nate Trewin (Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Student of the Year (Year 11) 
donated by the MBHS Trade Training 
Centre.

● Logan Baker (Vocational Student of the 
Year (Year 11) donated by the MBHS Trade 
Training Centre.

Success Assembly celebrating 2021 Senior School student achievements

Year Level 9, 10, 11 DUX for 2021

Year 11 students, 2021 
Academic Achievement Award winners

Special Award winners for 2021

Year 10 students, 2021 
Academic Achievement Award winners
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We congratulate our Year 10 achievements of our 
current Year 11 students who improved by at least 
one grade band by the end of 2021.

● Connor Adams
● Ace Cheso
● Rochelle Riggs

Those 2021 Year 10 students gaining a GPA of 12.5 
or more and therefore being awarded a SILVER 
Academic Achievement Award are:

● Glyzel De Los Reyes
● Tanny Garg
● Peyton Allen
● Sophie Edwards
● Amber Pickering
● Maegan Cipriano
● T'nesha Gibson
● Elyssa-Kate Zadow
● Leila Dahlitz
● Baylee Cooper
● Jorja Edwards
● Jaemzy Agam
● Katie Hutchinson
● Thomas Clifford
● Lilly King

Those students gaining a GPA of 13.5 or more and 
therefore being awarded a GOLD Academic 
Achievement Award are:

● Jazmin Catanzariti
● Ralph Catipay
● Adela Chewings
● Caitlin Hissey
● Tristan Krockenberger
● Scarlett Cocks
● Yulee Chi
● Katelyn Mitchell

We congratulate our Year 11 achievements of our 
current Year 12 students who improved by at least 
one grade band by the end of 2021.

● Nickisha Crouch
● Hannah Cutrale
● Andrew Hanton
● Maddi Polson
● Amber St Clair

Those 2021 Year 11 students gaining a GPA of 12.5 
or more and therefore being awarded a SILVER 
Academic Achievement Award are:

● Mitchell Lavery
● Clay Burgess
● Holly Pattison
● Lucas Young
● Max Cormack
● Elijah Ware-Bloxham
● Coen Martin
● Tamara Kettlestring

Those students gaining a GPA of 13.5 or more and 
therefore being awarded a GOLD Academic 
Achievement Award are:

● Emma Moffatt
● Alex Diduk
● Emily Drendel
● Mohit Mittal
● Sara Balhaddad
● Hannah Cutrale
● Mia Parker
● Khendrick Dela Cruz
● Laiza Lazaro
● Yllery Caspillo
● Khristine Bansil
● Charlize Morrell
● Sakinah Karras

Unfortunately due to the delayed start to the year 
our 2021 Year 12 DUX were not able to  join us here 
today. Even through they can’t be here, we would 
still like to congratulate our 2021 Year 12 DUX::

● Chloe Pahl
● Sam Groocock

Success Assembly celebrating 2021 Senior School student achievements
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Sports Day 2022 
by Jared Daly

Friday 11 March Murray Bridge High School. The 2022 
Sports Day was always going to be a historic event for 
MBHS as it was the first time Year 7 students were a 
part of sports day. It was also the first time students 
would represent our four Ngarrindjeri Neighbourhoods 
Kungari, Pondi, No:ri and Wirakuthi rather than the 
house system of Murray, Barker, Sturt and Hindmarsh. 
 
After cancelled and disrupted sports days over the past 
two years we could not have asked for a more perfect 
weather day. The sun shone down brightly and 
provided great warmth as students gathered for 
welcome to country and the national anthem. It was 
great to see so many students dressed up in blue, red, 
yellow and green representing their different 
Neighbourhoods with pride as they prepared to 
compete throughout the day. 
 
Earlier in Week 6 students had the chance to compete 
for points in the 400m, 800m and 1600m races, but the 
first events held on the day were the always popular 
100 and 200 metre races. Runners were cheered on by 
their teammates and peers on the side of the track as 
we had many fast paced races which led to more than 
one photo finish. At the completion of the track events 
No:ri had taken a slim but early lead over Wirakuthi, 
Kungari followed by Pondi.
 
There was fantastic participation and competition 
across all of our field and novelty events. The events 
included Discus, Javelin, Shot Put, High Jump, Long 
Jump, Triple Jump, Tug of War, Spoke Relay, 
Neighbourhood Challenge and Team Sport Volleyball.

The Neighbourhood Leader board continued to 
change regularly throughout the day as all 
Neighbourhoods took a turn in the lead.  Around 
lunchtime Kungari took the lead for the first time in the 
day after being awarded 50 points for being the first 
Neighbourhood to purchase and consume their 
Neighbourhood coloured sprinkle donuts provided by 
McCues Bakery. 
 
The Year 7 and 8 students provided an extra level of 
excitement at this year's sports day as we saw 
participation in all events for those year levels rapidly 
exceed the normal 4 student per neighbourhood limit, 
gaining valuable participation points for each 
Neighbourhood.

Heading into the relays the scoreboard had all 
Neighbourhoods within 20 points of each other with 
Kungari having the slightest of advantages, but one 
result would see the Neighbourhood in 4th be able to 
swing back to 1st. The relays are always a popular and 
well supported event to end the day. Students tried to 
cheer and chant their runners' home in the relays as 
every race was going to be pivotal. All Neighbourhoods 
had their ups and downs throughout the relay and 
heading into the final race of the day the Sports day 
champion could still be won by any of the four 
Neighbourhoods.  

After a fantastically contested day by all students and 
Neighbourhoods we had our closest finish in years. 
Kungari managed to stay in the lead by the slimmest of 
margins holding off a fast-finishing Pondi by just 2 points.

Final Neighbourhood Scoreboard points

1st Kungari 1766  
2nd Pondi 1764 
3rd No:ri 1747
4th Wirakuthi 1723

Year Level M/F Champion Runner up

Year 7 M Isaac Riggs Henry Bouts

F Kaya Goodwin Phoebe Sewell

Year 8 M Jayden Waterman Zane Mcgee Walsh

F Marni Woidt Shanae Hamilton

Year 9 M Tristan Zadow Jayden Ladson

F Gemma Cocks Rubie Lienert 

Year 10 M Oscar Merrett Hayden Cormack

F Makayla Stimpson Mileekah Williams

Open M Benjamin Peterson Henry Payne

F Tahlia Lewis Caitlin Schubert

Winners from the day will be invited to compete for 
MBHS at the Secondary Schools Athletics 
Championships on Wednesday 6th, April Week 10. Good 
luck to all those students who will represent the school. 

Individual Year level Champions
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Kungari

Kungari Year Level Leaders

Year 7 Champions

Year 8 Champions

Year 9 Champions

Year 10 Champions

Year 11 Champions
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Earth and Environmental Excursion by Serena Werner

As part of the Year 11 and 12 Earth and Environmental Science curriculum, students participated in an 
excursion to Long Island Reserve, Sturt Reserve, and the Rocky Gully Wetlands. Year 11 students compared 
water turbidity at all three locations as an introduction to water quality sampling, as well as mapping the 
occurrences of the Cyperus gymnocaulos (Spiny flat sedge). Students will follow this up with an assessment 
of the extinction threats of this culturally significant grass used for weaving by Ngarrindjeri people.  The 
Year 12s undertook water sampling to gather data in order to compare the difference between the open 
river and the wetlands. This will then be followed up with a study of wetland ecosystems and algal bloom.
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Year 7 Science  by Avelin David 

The Year 7 students were very excited to go to the science lab and learn about how to use a Bunsen burner. 
As a class, we went through the parts of the Bunsen burner and the safety precautions. Before we started 
the experiment all students received safety glasses to wear for protection. Students were then divided into 
6 groups and took a turn lighting the Bunsen burner using matches. After learning how to light it they learnt 
about how the Bunsen burner can be used by boiling water in a beaker, they then proceeded to check the 
temperature as part of their experiment. Afterwards, the students recorded the temperature using a 
thermometer to find out what temperature water boils at.
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Breaking News!
After 2 years of absence the Funabashi High School Cultural Visit is back on our calendar. 

The staff and students of Murray Bridge High School are very happy having just been informed that the students from 
Funabashi High School in Chiba, Japan will be returning to visit us in July/August this year. We are excited to welcome 
them back after two years of Covid related issues. Funabashi High School students have been visiting us for over 20 
years, giving us a very strong friendship with a Japanese school.

In order to welcome the students we are now looking for host families to have the students in their home for two 
weeks. At this stage we are expecting the students to arrive on Monday, 25th July (day one of term 3) and leave on 
Monday, 8th August.

In order to have the very rewarding experience of home hosting a student, all that we ask is that English is spoken in 
the home and that you have a spare bed for the student. There is some financial support which hopefully would meet 
the costs of having an extra student in your home for the two weeks. The idea is that the student has the opportunity 
to learn about Australian home and school life. You are not expected to go out of your way to take students all over 
the place but many host families do take the opportunity to give the students the opportunity to see some local points 
of interest.

As a school we generally take the students to Kangaroo Island for an overnight stay. We also visit Monarto Zoo, 
Hahndorf, have a day in Adelaide and, at times we travel to Victor Harbor so the students do get to see some local 
places. In many cases we also invite the hosting student to join the Japanese students so that they can share in the 
experiences.

If you are worried that your family does not speak Japanese - this is not a problem. The students are here to learn 
English so all we ask of host families is that they spend time speaking English to the students. As this is a cultural visit 
it is not necessary for host families to cook special meals for the student, they eat what the family eat. Many host 
families enjoy playing board games with their students as well as hearing from the students about their families and 
their life in Japan (which can be vastly different from ours). Funabashi is located in the suburb of Chiba which is part of 
Tokyo so you can imagine to come to Australia and to experience our quieter life- style is quite an eye-opener to the 
students.

The Japanese students are often in the age range of 14 - 16 years old however we have found that they love being in 
all sorts of families. If you have young children, they embrace this, if you have a student in Years 7 & 8 they also enjoy 
participating in their activities. On the flip side the Australian host families have loved the experience of learning about 
the Japanese culture and way of life and many have stayed in contact with their students over the years.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at the school should you have any questions. My email address is 
helen.peake92@schools.sa.edu.au so please feel free to email me and I will get back to you as quickly as possible.

If you are interested in home hosting a student, please send me the following information:

Family name:

Name of student willing to ‘buddy’ a Japanese student:

We would like to host a  (male)  /  (female) student:

Home address:

Contact details:

mailto:helen.peake92@schools.sa.edu.au
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TERM 1 CALENDAR 2022
Tue, 22 Mar  Immunisations - Year 8 and 10

Wed, 23- Fri 25  Mar  Year 12 Surfing Camp

Tue, 29- Thu 31 Mar          Year 11 Snorkelling Camp     

Tue, 29 Mar       Finance Committee Meeting – 5pm

Tue, 5 Apr         Governing Council – 6pm

Wed, 6 Apr      Athletics Secondary Championships

Thu, 14 Apr       Last day of Term 1 - 2pm dismissal

Fri, 15 Apr          EASTER FRIDAY

Murray Bridge High School

2022 MATERIALS AND SERVICE CHARGE

The 2022 Materials and Service Charge is due to be 
paid in full by Friday 14th April 2022, unless you 
have made a formal payment arrangement with Deb 
Lang.

If you think you are eligible for School Card, it needs 
to be applied for every year at each school you have 
a student attending.

Applications can be made on-line at:  
www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard
or a form can be obtained from the school.

If you have any questions, please contact Deb Lang 
on 8531 9512.

Congratulations!
to the following students who have been elected 
Middle Years Neighbourhood Leaders for 2022. 

Angus McFee, Ethan Baxter, Josephine Cutrale 
and Monique Harvey.

Student Attendance Line
8531 9555
If your child is unwell or going to be absent for any 
reason (appointments etc),  please call the number 
above and speak with the Attendance Officer, or if out of 
hours, leave a message.

Uniform Shop opening hours
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
8.15 - 9.30am

For all your uniform needs please visit the Uniform Shop 
at the above times to choose from a full  range of 
uniform options.

Lost Property
If you have lost any article of clothing or other 
miscellaneous items, please go to the SSO to collect.

http://www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard

